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English comics improves pragmatic knowledge and enhances word choice. Employing both
qualitative and quantitative methods, the study involved 130 pre-intermediate students aged 13-15
from Pogo English Center. Participants were divided into an experimental group and a control group.
Results showed that the experimental group, which engaged with English comics, performed better
in pragmatic test quizzes - demonstrating improved understanding of conversational norms,
nonverbal communication, cultural context, humor, and idiomatic expressions. Additionally, this
group also exhibited superior performance in speaking tests with regard to word choice. These
findings suggest that integrating English comics into language leaming can significantly enhance
both pragmatic and lexical skills.

Bio:

Lé Minh Tan is a lecturer at Vinh University. His research focuses on applying Information and
Communication Technology (ICT), exploring Artificial Intelligence (Al), and advancing teaching
‘methodologies.

‘The Impact of Extensive Reading on EFL Students’ English Proficiency
Nguyén Thi Lam Giang, Cao Thi Phuoing
Vinh University

Abstract:

Extensive reading (ER) has been proved effective for EFL reading fluency development (Waring, 2006;
Nation & Tran, 2002; 2014; Day, 2015). While previous studies have tried to investigate the impact of
ER on reading speed and comprehension (Tran, 2012; Nation & Tran, 2014) and vocabulary
knowledge (Ateek, 2021), little research has examined its impact on English proficiency. This
research aimed to investigate how ER affects university EFL learners’ English language skills. To
collect the data, a pre-test and post-test were distributed to an experimental group of 36 students
and a control group of 39 students at the beginning and the end of the semester to measure the
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effectiveness of an ER program. Every week during the treatment, the experimental group were
allowed to choose books to read for almost an hour after doing some intensive reading activities.
Meanwhile, the control group spent both periods of 50 minutes doing intensive reading activities
weekly. The results show that the experimental group achieved better results on the English
language proficiency test than the control group. Based on the findings, some implications were
suggested for teachers who are looking for methods to help their EFL learners develop English
language proficiency.

Bios:

Nguyén Thi Lam Giang is a Lecturer in English at Vinh University, Vietnam. She holds a Master's
degree of TESOL and has more than 20 years of experience in English language teaching. Her main
fields of research include cooperative learning, extensive reading, using ICT in the EFL classroom
and improving teaching methodology to encourage students’ success.

Cao Thi Phungis a Lecturer in English at Vinh University, Vietnam. She earned her Master in Applied
Linguistics years ago and has more than 25 years of experience in English Language teaching. Her
research interests are methodology, extensive listening and writing in English language teaching.
She has also presented at several national TESOL conferences.
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